THE EVOLUTION OF PEACE.        2//

shed and turmoil, support and strengthen the existing
order of international affairs. At the present time the
Pan-Sclavonic and Pan-Hellenic agitations are disturbing-
forces, but as soon as the Sclavs and the Greeks are
gathered together under a rule they approve, the feeling
of nationality which causes these agitations will be
enlisted on the side of order. In short as civilization
progresses, states will be less bellicose; and as the
distribution of power and territory in Europe becomes
more just, peoples will be less disposed to fight for a
change in their destinies. As Europe advances to this
stage, it will be her duty to aid in the development of
the more backward quarters of the globe, and to exercise
police authority over barbarous races. Thus in time, by
the slow and gradual operation of forces which are
already in existence, war will be entirely abolished. Our
descendants in the far future will look back upon it with
the same mixture of wonder and contempt with which
we look back upon the blood feuds of our remote
ancestors. Meanwhile we ought to help with all our
power every movement in favour of the bloodless
settlement of international quarrels, and to restrain as
far as our influence extends the combative elements in
international society. Thus in our own day and genera-
tion we may do something to lessen one of the greatest
evils of humanity, and to hasten that most difficult of all
evolutions, the Evolution of Perpetual Peace.